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Objectives. Information retrieval is an empirical science; the field cannot move
forward unless there are means of evaluating the innovations devised by re-
searchers. However the methodologies conceived in the early years of IR and
used in the campaigns of today are starting to show their age and new research
is emerging to understand how to overcome the twin challenges of scale and di-
versity.

Scale. The methodologies used to build test collections in the modern evaluation
campaigns were originally conceived to work with collections of 10s of thousands
of documents. The methodologies were found to scale well, but potential flaws
are starting to emerge as test collections grow beyond 10s of millions of docu-
ments. Support for continued research in this area is crucial if IR research is to
continue to evaluate large scale search.

Diversity. With the rise of the large Web search engines, some believed that
all search problems could be solved with a single engine retrieving from a one
vast data store. However, it is increasingly clear that evolution of retrieval is not
towards a monolithic solution, but instead to a wide range of solutions tailored
for different classes of information and different groups of users or organizations.
Each tailored system on offer requires a different mixture of component tech-
nologies combined in distinct ways and each solution requires evaluation. This
workshop will consist of research papers on topics that address evaluation in
Information Retrieval, including:

– test collection building for diverse needs
– new metrics and methodologies
– evaluation of multilingual IR and/or multimedia IR systems
– novel evaluation of related areas, such as QA or summarization
– evaluation of commercial systems
– novel forms of user-centered evaluation
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