
An impressive number of more than

2300 people from 62 countries partici-

pated in this truly international in scope

event, where the work of the world’s

foremost leaders in the field was pre-

sented. In 264 sessions, 1666 papers

were presented, and 306 posters were

displayed during specific sessions. The

keynote speaker was Prof. Hiroshi Ishii

(Massachusetts Institute of Technology,

USA) and the title of his address was

“Defy Gravity: The Art of Tangible

Bits”. Furthermore, during the opening

session, for the third time in the history

of the HCI International Conference

series, fourteen awards were conferred.

Twelve awards were conferred to the

best papers in each affiliated conference

/ thematic area. Among these twelve

best papers, one paper was selected as

Best HCI International 2013

Conference paper. Finally, the Best

Poster also received an award.

Becoming annual - 
HCI International
2014
The 16th Inter-

national Conference

on Human-Computer

Interaction will be held jointly with the

affiliated Conferences in Creta Maris

Resort and Convention Centre,

Heraklion, Crete, Greece, 22 - 27 June

2014.

HCI International 2014 will also

include two new affiliated conferences:

the 1st International Conference on HCI

in Business, and the 1st International

Conference on Learning and

Collaboration Technologies.

Please visit the conference website for

the full list of the thematic areas,
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Figure 2: HCII 2013 Award winners

including the topics for each thematic

area.

The program will feature, among others:

pre-conference half-day and full-day

tutorials, parallel sessions, poster pre-

sentations, an opening session with a

keynote address, and an exhibition. 

The proceedings, including both papers

and posters, will be published by

Springer, and will be indexed by a

number of services including EI and ISI

CPCI-S.

Links:

HCI International 2013,

http://www.hcii2013.org/  

HCI International 2014,

http://www.hcii2014.org/ 

HCI International Conference Series,

http://www.hci-international.org/

Please contact:

Constantine Stephanidis

General Chair, HCI International 

Conference

E-mail: cs@ics.forth.gr

Figure 1: Hiroshi Ishii, Keynote Speaker

CLEF 2013 and

Beyond: Evolution

of the CLEF

Initiative

by Nicola Ferro and Paolo Rosso

The CLEF Initiative is structured in

two main parts: a series of Evaluation

Labs, to conduct evaluation of

information access systems and a

peer-reviewed Conference on a broad

range of issues on evaluation. The

annual CLEF events have been

partially supported by the EU FP7

PROMISE project (contract n. 258191)

and by the ELIAS RNP network.

CLEF 2013: Information Access
Evaluation meets Multilinguality,
Multimodality, and Visualization
The annual meeting of the CLEF Initiative

was hosted this year by the Universitat

Politècnica de València, Spain, 23-26

September as a 4 days event, attended by

more than 200 participants, in which con-

ference presentations, laboratory meetings,

workshops, and community sessions were

smoothly interleaved to provide a contin-

uous stream of discussions on the different

facets of experimental evaluation. 

22 papers were accepted for the

Conference and published by Springer in

their Lectures Notes for Computer Science

(LNCS) series. Two keynote speakers

highlighted important developments in the

field of evaluation. Evangelos Kanoulas,

Google Zurich, Switzerland, focused on

how to model variance in topics, collec-

tions, system and measures when evalu-

ating systems. Rada Mihalcea, University

of Michigan, USA, presented several sce-

narios where multilinguality can be piv-

oted to improve natural language pro-

cessing performances instead of being a

barrier to be crossed. 

Nine benchmarking activities ran as

evaluation labs in CLEF 2013. The

results were presented and discussed in

Valencia in dedicated sessions:

• CHiC (Cultural Heritage in CLEF):

investigating systematic and large-

scale evaluation of cultural heritage

digital libraries and information

access systems;

• CLEFeHealth (new): aiming at devel-

oping processing methods and



VLDB 2013

Conference

Supported 

by ERCIM

by Yannis Velegrakis

Very Large Data Bases (VLDB) is the

premier annual international

conference on database

technologies, attracting more than

700 researchers, vendors,

practitioners, application developers,

and users from the top universities

and the most important industrial

players from the entire world. The

conference features research talks,

tutorials, demonstrations, and

workshops, and covers current

issues in data management, and

database and information systems

research. Data management and

databases are among the main

technological cornerstones of

emerging applications of the twenty-

first century.

This edition of VLDB took place in

Riva del Garda (Italy) from 26-30

August 2013, and was organized by

Prof. Themis Palpanas and Prof. Yannis

Velegrakis, co-directors of the Data and

Information Management group at the

University of Trento. The conference

attracted 730 participants from 40 coun-

tries - the highest number of partici-

pants in the last 27 years (and the

second highest in the history of VLDB).

The participants represented all the top

international universities, as well as all

the major international companies and

industrial research labs, including

Google, Oracle, Facebook, IBM,

Microsoft, SAP, Twitter, Yahoo!, NEC,

Hewlett-Packard, Greenplum, HTC,

and EMC2. 

A central theme of this year’s confer-

ence was Big Data and its related issues.

The technical program included three

keynote talks: the first by Jay Parikh,

the Vice-President of Infrastructure

Engineering at Facebook, on how to

build data infrastructures for web-scale

problems; the second by Sam Madden,

professor at MIT and leader of the MIT

big data group, on a collaborative data

analytics platform for large-scale data;

and the third by Cynthia Dwork from

Microsoft Research, on the problem of

performing large-scale data analytics

whilst preserving privacy. It also

included two panel discussions on the

information hidden in big data, and on

experiences from startup companies, as

well as four demos, six tutorials, four

industrial and 16 research sessions. The

videos of the keynotes and panels are

available on the VLDB 2013 web site,

alongside all the papers presented at the

conference. The papers are published by

the VLDB endowment and will also be

available on the VLDB web site and in

the ACM Digital Library.

ERCIM’s support of the conference

played a significant role in its success,

helping to attract high-profile speakers

offering talks on state-of-the-art topics.

Furthermore, the numerous ERCIM

leaflets, articles and magazines that

were supplied and distributed during the

conference acted as excellent advertise-

ments for European research.

More information:

http://www.vldb.org/2013/

http://www.vldb.org/
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Jay Parikh, the Vice-President of Infrastructure Engineering at Facebook

resources to enrich difficult-to-under-

stand health text as well as their eval-

uation setting;

• CLEF-IP: studying IR techniques in

the patent domain;

• ImageCLEF: proposing experimental

evaluation of image classification and

retrieval, with a focus on the combi-

nation of textual and visual evidence;

• INEX: evaluating XML retrieval;

• PAN: uncovering plagiarism, author-

ship and social software misuse;

• QA4MRE: evaluating machine read-

ing systems through question answer-

ing and reading comprehension tests;

• QALD-3 (Question Answering over

Linked Data, new): a benchmarking

activity on question answering over

linked data;

• RepLab: evaluating reputation man-

agement technologies.

There was also an exploratory workshop

CLEF-ER: a workshop on multilingual

annotation of named entities and termi-

nology resources acquisition.

CLEF 2014 and Beyond
During CLEF 2013 considerable steps

were taken to further reshape and

improve the overall organization of

CLEF. In particular, it has been decided

to establish a legal entity to support the

organization of the CLEF initiative.

CLEF 2014 will be hosted by the

University of Sheffield, UK, 15-19

September 2014 while CLEF 2015 will

be hosted by the Institut de Recherche

en Informatique de Toulouse (IRIT),

France, in early September 2015.

Finally, bids for hosting CLEF 2016 are

now open and will close on 7th April

2014. Proposals can be sent to the CLEF

Steering Committee Chair at

chair@clef-initiative.eu.

Links. 

CLEF: http://www.clef-initiative.eu/

CLEF 2013 Web site:

http://www.clef2013.org/

CLEF 2014 Web site:

http://clef2014.clef-initiative.eu/

PROMISE: http://www.promise-noe.eu/

ELIAS: http://www.elias-network.eu/

Please contact.

Nicola Ferro

CLEF Steering Committee Chair

University of Padua, Italy

E-mail: ferro@dei.unipd.it


	Image Understanding
	by Michal Haindl and Josef Kittler
	Boat Extraction in Harbours From High Resolution Satellite Images Using Marked Point Processes
	by Paula Crăciun and Josiane Zerubia
	FIM: Frustrated Total Internal Reflection Based Imaging for Biomedical Applications
	by Benjamin Risse, Xiaoyi Jiang, and Christian Klämbt
	AXES - Finding Video Clips Using Speech 
	 Image Recognition
	by Peggy van der Kreeft, Kay Macquarrie and Martijn Kleppe 
	Random Mosaics for Network Extraction
	by Marie-Colette van Lieshout
	Computer-Aided Leaf Recognition Visual System
	by Tomáš  Suk, Petr Novotný and Jan Flusser
	Automatic Recognition of Human Activities 
	Realistic Videos
	by Adrien Gaidon, Zaid Harchaoui and Cordelia Schmid
	Egovision4Health - Assessing Activities of Daily Living from a Wearable RGB-D Camera for In-Home Health Care Applications
	by Grégory Rogez, Deva Ramanan and J. M. M. Montiel
	Applying Random Matrix Theory Filters 
	SenseCam Images
	by Na Li, Martin Crane, Cathal Gurrin and Heather J. Ruskin
	Multi-Modal Human Behaviour Analysis 
	by Sergio Escalera Guerrero
	Tracking the Articulated Motion of Human Hands in 3D
	by Iason Oikonomidis, Nikolaos Kyriazis and Antonis A. Argyros
	KAD - An Intelligent System for Categorizing and Assessing the State of Patients with Multiple Sclerosis
	by Spiros Fotopoulos and Dimitrios Kastaniotis
	GAIMS: A Reliable Non-Intrusive Gait Measuring System
	by Sébastien Piérard, Samir Azrour, Rémy Phan-Ba and Marc Van Droogenbroeck
	Mixed Reality by Understanding and Integrating Spatio-Temporal Data of a LIDAR and a 4D Studio
	by Csaba Benedek, Zsolt Jankó, Dmitry Chetverikov and Tamás Szirányi
	Visual 3D Environment Reconstruction for Autonomous Vehicles
	by Thomas Kadiofsky, Robert Rößler and Christian Zinner
	Automatic MRI Brain Tissue Classification
	by Loredana Murino, Umberto Amato and Bruno Alfano
	Connected Morphological Operators for Tensor Images
	by Jos Roerdink
	Person Re-identification
	by Slawomir Bak and François Bremond
	Exploiting Computational Models of the Human Visual System
	by Franco Alberto Cardillo, Giuseppe Amato and Richard Connor
	Large Scale Image Retrieval Using Vectors of Locally Aggregated Descriptors
	y Giuseppe Amato, Paolo Bolettieri, Fabrizio Falchi and Claudio Gennaro 
	Graph Based Keyword Spotting in Handwritten Historical Slavic Documents
	by Kaspar Riesen and Darko Brodic
	Highly Degraded Recto-verso Document Image Processing and Understanding
	by Emanuele Salerno and Anna Tonazzini



